A non-computer expert's experience with the computer.
In summary, I have tried to illustrate how the computer is rapidly becoming indispensable to the physician. This is true for both the physician in private practice as well as the physician involved in research. Computer technology has progressed to the point that a personal computer is readily affordable. Technologic advances and new software packages permit individuals who possess no computer skills to operate almost any system without limitations. There are no age limits to learn how to use the computer. I was introduced to the computer through my clinical research in malignant melanoma as a medical student. Its utility in research is undeniable. The uses of the computer have increased dramatically during the past few years. Today the computer aids not only in research but in the day-to-day care of patients and in medical education. Access to the information explosion is literally at the tips of the physician's fingers.